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Minutes of Meeting 
State Soil Conservation Board 

Indiana Government Center, Conference Room 1 
402 W. Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 

9:00 a.m., Tuesday, July 8, 2003 
 
Present:    Others present: 
David L. Avery   Laura Bieberich  James M. Krejci 
Ellsworth P. Christmas  Ronald J. Boehm  Douglas B. Nusbaum 
Karen L. Dehne   Jennifer L. Bratthauar  James K. Ray 
Paul J. Ehret    Randy J. Braun  Kent D. Tracey 
Peter A. Hippensteel   Dorothy A. Corns  Julia B. Wickard 
O. William Mann   Greg Bright 
Harry S. Nikides   Jim Druin 
Garry Tom    James B. Farr 
Absent:    Jill E. Hoffmann 
Travis E. Nolcox   Dwayne P. Howard 
 
Chairman Peter Hippensteel called the meeting to order at 9:13 a.m.  Hippensteel advised that 
Division director Harry Nikides would serve as Paul Ehret’s proxy in Ehret’s absence.  (Ehret 
joined the meeting approximately 10:00 a.m.) 
 
Draft Minutes of June 10, 2003 
 
Board members requested additional detail in the discussion reported for the Curtis Creek 
watershed diagnostic report. 
 

David Avery moved to approve the minutes with amendment.  The motion was 
seconded by Bill Mann and carried. 

 
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
 

Bill Mann moved to retain Peter Hippensteel as chairman and David Avery as 
vice-chairman for a one-year term commencing with the August 2003 meeting.  
Ellsworth Christmas seconded the motion.  Karen Dehne moved to close 
nominations, seconded by Ellsworth Christmas; the motion carried.  The motion 
carried to retain Hippensteel and Avery as chairman and vice-chairman, 
respectively. 

 
Clean Water Indiana 
 
Division director Harry Nikides reported that Clinton SWCD has requested a change in their 
CWI proposal.  Nikides is working with the district’s staff to resolve questions.  Division 
administrative assistant Hope Green is preparing an update of CWI status. 
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Soil and Water Quality Programs 
 
Education and SWCD Support: 
 
Conservation program coordinator Jim Krejci reported that Hoosier Riverwatch and Project 
WET staff have completed several workshop presentations.  Conservation program specialists 
are preparing the Pathway to Water Quality exhibit at the state fairgrounds; Krejci distributed 
copies of the brochure that will be handed out at the site during the fair.  Krejci invited 
participation at the Supervisor Summer Splash, scheduled for August 1-2 at Nashville.  Staff 
members are also finalizing the Lake Michigan Coastal Program status report. 
 
Stormwater and Sediment Control: 
 
Stormwater and sediment control program chief Randy Braun reported that 37 districts have 
responded to date, claiming $62,745 of the available $85,850 Rule 5 distribution.  Three districts 
have declined the funds, due to eligibility for only a small amount of money.  
 
Lake and River Enhancement: 
 
Agriculture conservation specialist Kent Tracey presented the completion report for the Palmer 
wetland restoration adjacent to Lake Tippecanoe (Kosciusko).  Using slides, Tracey discussed 
the construction process and resulting improvements.  The sponsor, Tippecanoe Environmental 
Lake and Watershed Foundation, was awarded $60,697.50 in LARE funds for the project, which 
cost a total of $80,930.00.  A balance of $9,104.62 remains to be paid.  Staff recommends 
acknowledgement of the project completion and final payment to the lake association. 
 

Garry Tom moved to accept the Palmer wetland completion report as presented 
and to make final payment of $9,104.62 to the Tippecanoe Environmental Lake 
and Watershed Foundation.  The motion was seconded by Ellsworth Christmas 
and carried. 

 
Agriculture conservation specialist Jim Farr presented the completion report for shoreline 
stabilization at Lake Lemon (Monroe/Brown).  The Lake Lemon Conservancy District sponsored 
the project, with $59,488.00 awarded in LARE funds in July 2001 for the $79,317.13 project.  
Using slides, Farr discussed the construction process, which made use of bioengineered materials 
and riprap.  Conservancy district members have been actively involved in providing financial 
and in-kind assistance to complete lake improvement projects.  A balance of $10,967.80 remains 
to be paid for the stabilization project.  Staff recommends acknowledgement of the completion 
report and final payment to the lake association. 
 

Karen Dehne moved to accept the Lake Lemon bank stabilization report as 
presented and to make final payment of $10,967.80 to the Lake Lemon 
Conservancy District.  The motion was seconded by David Avery and carried. 

 
Land and water conservation program chief Jim Ray presented a summary of the funding 
available for LARE awards for fiscal year 2003-2004.  Using fund balances approved by the 
State Board in April from terminated LARE-funded projects, unexpended funds from the DNR 
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land and water conservation account and unexpended LARE funds previously designated for 
conservation buffer projects, and the new fiscal year allotment of $1,100,000, the amount 
available for distribution in 2003-2004 totals $1,455.556.73.  Staff recommendations for awards 
include $62,500.00 approved at the Board’s June meeting for database development, watershed 
land treatment projects totaling $839,000.00 and biological/engineering projects totaling 
$548,120.00.  A balance of $5,936.73 will remain uncommitted, pending review and approval of 
staff recommendations. 
 

Paul Ehret moved to approve use of unexpended and carry-over funds for new 
project proposals for the 2003-2004 fiscal year.  The motion was seconded by Bill 
Mann and carried. 

 
Jim Ray distributed copies of project summaries and staff recommendations, discussing each 
proposal, reasons for recommending or not recommending funding, and responding to State 
Board members’ questions regarding individual projects. 
 
Lake diagnostic studies: Dewart Lake (Kosciusko), $31,500; Millpond, Kreighbaum, Holem, and 
Cook lakes (Marshall), $36,000; Lake of the Woods (Marshall), $0.  Members and staff 
discussed issues concerning nuisance aquatic plants in the Millpond lake group and potential for 
viable solutions.  Ray stated that the Lake of the Woods project was not recommended in order 
to first carry out a proposed watershed study.  Garry Tom moved to accept staff 
recommendations for lake diagnostic study proposals, seconded by Ellsworth Christmas, and 
carried.  (Funds requested $105,000; granted $67,500.) 
 
Watershed diagnostic studies: Upper Mississinewa River III (Delaware), $45,000; Crooked 
Creek (Cass), $0; Duck Creek (Franklin), $0; Mud Creek and Grassy Fork Creek (Grant), $0.  
David Avery moved to accept staff recommendations for watershed diagnostic study proposals, 
seconded by Karen Dehne, and carried.  (Funds requested $147,000; granted $45,000.) 
 
Specialized survey/study: Marquette Park Lagoons (Lake), $0.  Ellsworth Christmas moved to 
accept staff recommendation for the Marquette Park Lagoon proposal, seconded by Karen 
Dehne, and carried.  (Funds requested $153,865; granted $0.) 
 
Post construction monitoring: Lake Wawasee (Kosciusko), $0.  Ray noted that the proposed 
project has merit; however, because on-going construction could compromise test results, the 
proposal would be premature at this time.  Ellsworth Christmas moved to accept staff 
recommendation for the Lake Wawasee post construction monitoring proposal, seconded by Bill 
Mann, and carried.  (Funds requested $12,000; granted $0.) 
 
Watershed management plans: Lake of the Woods, $36,000; Sylvan Lake (Noble), $36,000.  Ray 
distributed copies of letters supporting the Lake of the Woods project; the soil and water 
conservation district would serve as local sponsor and anticipates providing a forum where 
citizens can voice and resolve issues related to resource management as part of the study.  
Causes for on-going controversy were discussed at length.  Garry Tom requested a separate 
motion for each of the proposals.  Karen Dehne moved to accept staff recommendation for the 
Lake of the Woods watershed management plan proposal, seconded by David Avery, and 
carried.  Garry Tom questioned cost-share funding for the Sylvan Lake proposal; standard LARE 



 

 4

policy has required a ten-percent sponsor contribution, thus, requiring a greater contribution 
would appear discriminatory.  Ellsworth Christmas moved to accept staff recommendation for 
the Sylvan Lake watershed management plan proposal, seconded by Paul Ehret, and carried.  
(Funds requested $80,000; granted $72,000.) 
 
Engineering feasibility studies: Crooked Lake (Steuben), $40,500; Lake Tippecanoe 
(Kosciusko), $18,000; Jimmerson Lake (Steuben), $31,500.  State Board members and staff 
discussed potential for coordination of the Lake Tippecanoe project with stormwater 
management and new residential/commercial construction activities, and the impact of proposed 
private development and water permitting requirements for the Jimmerson Lake project.  Karen 
Dehne moved to accept staff recommendations for engineering feasibility studies, seconded by 
Garry Tom, and carried.  (Funds requested $100,000; granted $90,000.) 
 
Engineering feasibility/design studies: Troy Cedar Lake (Whitley), $0; Crooked Lake ravine 
erosion (Whitley), $13,500; Crooked Lake nature preserve erosion (Whitley), $0.  David Avery 
moved to accept staff recommendations for engineering feasibility/design study proposals, 
seconded by Bill Mann, and carried.  (Funds requested $70,000; granted $13,500.) 
 
Design studies: Lake George (Lake), $76,500; Syracuse Lake (Kosciusko), $26,820; Little Cedar 
Lake (Whitley), $13,500.  State Board members and staff discussed stormwater discharge issues 
with potential impact on the Syracuse Lake project.  It was recommended that Division 
stormwater staff assist in project coordination.  Ellsworth Christmas moved to accept staff 
recommendations for design study proposals, seconded by Garry Tom, and carried.  (Funds 
requested $129,800; granted $116,820.) 
 
Design/construction actions: Cedar Lake (Lake), $0; Chapman Lake (Kosciusko), $50,800; Lake 
Wawasee-Dillon Creek, $0; Lake Wawasee-Griffith’s Island, $20,000; Lake Wawasee-
Enchanted Hills, $0; Big Turkey Lake (LaGrange/Steuben), $35,000; Little Barbee Lake 
(Kosciusko), $37,500; Christiana Creek (Elkhart), $0.  Karen Dehne moved to accept staff 
recommendations for design/construction proposals, seconded by Ellsworth Christmas, and 
carried.  (Funds requested $602,475; granted $143,300.) 
 
Construction: Juday Creek (St. Joseph), $0; Lone Hickory Lake and Lake George (Steuben), $0.  
David Avery moved to accept staff recommendations for construction proposals, seconded by 
Karen Dehne, and carried.  (Funds requested $394,490; granted $0.) 
 
Watershed land treatment, on-going projects: Big and Little Turkey Lakes (LaGrange/Steuben), 
$50,000; Brewster Ditch (Adams), $10,000; Brush Creek Reservoir (Jennings/Ripley), $30,000; 
Indian Creek (Greene/Lawrence), $70,000; Lake Bruce (Fulton), $24,000; Lake Waveland 
(Montgomery/Parke), $20,000; Lost River (Orange), $45,000; McFadden Creek (Posey), 
$25,000; Middle Fork of Busseron Creek (Sullivan), $45,000; St. Joseph and Maumee Rivers 
(Allen), $70,000; Sand Creek (Decatur/Jennings), $60,000; Hanna’s and Silver Creeks (Union), 
$30,000; Twelve Mile Creek (Cass/Miami), $30,000; Upper Mud Pine Creek (Benton), $40,000.  
Ellsworth Christmas moved to accept staff recommendations for on-going watershed land 
treatment funding, seconded by Garry Tom, and carried.  (Funds requested $632,600; granted 
$549,000.) 
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Jim Ray called attention to the list of on-going watershed land treatment projects without 
requests for additional funding during fiscal year 2003-2004: Brush Creek (Owen), Crooked and 
Brush creeks (Clay), Galbraith Lake (Marshall), Glenn Flint Lake (Putnam), Goose and Loon 
lakes (Whitley/Noble), Indian Creek (Tippecanoe), Kokomo Creek (Howard), Lake Wawasee 
(Kosciusko/Noble), Little Deer Creek (Putnam), Middle Fork of East Fork Whitewater River 
(Wayne/Randolph), North Fork of Vernon Fork Muscatatuck River (Decatur/Jennings), Pike 
Lake (Kosciusko), Pretty Lake (LaGrange), Quick Creek (Jefferson/Scott), Rhodes Creek 
(Morgan), West Otter Lake (Steuben), Wildcat Creek (Clinton), Witmer Lake (LaGrange/Noble). 
 
Watershed land treatment, new projects: Ball Lake (Dekalb/Steuben), $35,000; Chain O’Lakes 
(Noble), $15,000; Curtis Creek (Newton/Jasper), $40,000; Flat Creek and Griffen Ditch 
(Huntington/Wells), $0; Indian and Grassy creeks (Fulton/Pulaski), $25,000; Lick and Garrison 
creeks (Fayette), $0; Little Indian Creek (Cass), $40,000; Mitchell Ditch (Randolph), $20,000; 
Pipe and Little Pipe creeks (Howard/Miami), $45,000; Silver Lake (Kosciusko), $30,000; 
Whetten Ditch (Elkhart), $40,000; White Creek (Jackson), $0.  Staff decisions to recommend 
funding are based on local commitment, available local staffing, watershed planning and other 
factors.  David Avery moved to accept staff recommendations for funding new watershed land 
treatment projects, seconded by Paul Ehret, and carried.  (Funds requested $423,432; granted 
$290,000.) 
 
District Issues 
 
None presented. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
 
Pete Hippensteel encouraged members to attend the Supervisor Summer Splash meeting. 
 
Division of Soil Conservation Director’s Report 
 
Harry Nikides reported that resource specialist Frank Hodges was hired to fill the agriculture 
conservation specialist vacancy in south central counties.  Hodges is a 16-year Division 
employee with vast experience working in karst topography.  The promotion will open a vacancy 
in Lawrence and Orange counties.  Interviews were completed and offers made to fill two 
resource specialist positions in Carroll/Clinton/Howard and Parke/Vermillion.  Approval has 
been given to post the position announcement for a Lake Michigan Coastal Program grants 
coordinator, with the employee likely to be located in the coastal region. 
 
Claims are in process for distribution of Division funds to districts.  A non-funded, state 
approved increase in PERF benefits will need to be absorbed.  The Division will help prepare 
and will assist with staffing a Farm Bill exhibit in the DNR building during the State Fair, in 
cooperation with NRCS and DNR divisions of Forestry and Fish & Wildlife.  
 
IDEM Report 
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Watershed section manager Laura Bieberich reported that contracts are being prepared for EPA 
Section 319 grant awards for 2003.  Applications are now being received for 2004 grants.  IDEM 
continues to encourage coordination with LARE funding for eligible projects. 
 
State Association President’s Report 
 
Garry Tom provided a report on behalf of the State Association, noting that Dean Farr was 
recently hired to fill the executive director position.  IASWCD is encouraging participation at the 
Supervisor Summer Splash, August 1-2.  The NACD North Central Region meeting will be held 
July 14-16 at Madison, Wisconsin.  The next IASWCD board of directors meeting is scheduled 
for July 31 at Brown County State Park. 
 
NRCS State Conservationist’s Report 
 
Assistant state conservationist Dwayne Howard reported that NRCS will be seeking to fill the 
state engineer position, following the retirement of Jim Sell.  Howard also provided updates on 
the status of EQIP applications and briefly reviewed highlights of a new grasslands reserve 
program. 
 
Public Comment 
 
None presented.  
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next State Soil Conservation Board meeting will be Tuesday, August 12, 2003, at the 
Natural Resources Education Center at Fort Harrison State Park, Indianapolis. 
 
David Avery moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Bill Mann.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 11:44 a.m. 
 
Minutes recorded by Dorothy Corns 
 
Approved August 12, 2003: 
 
______________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 


